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Hundreds of Gigatons of fossil fuel mitigation potential via

Brazil’s Tropical Forest Forever Facility
New study identifies extensive fossil fuel deposits under TFFF-eligible forests

Belém, 11 November 2025 - A new study by the Leave it in the Ground Initiative (LINGO)
reveals a significant percentage of tropical broadleaf forest eligible under Brazil’'s Tropical
Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) to be standing on top of oil, gas and coal deposits,
representing hundreds of billions of tons of potential CO2 emissions.

Countries could boost the climate impact of the initiative by taking a fossil-fuel non-extraction
pledge as part of the TFFF, permanently locking the fossil carbon in the ground.

Study Highlights:

e 68 countries hold fossil fuels under TFFF forests.

e 317 billion tons of potential CO2 emissions in fossil fuel reserves are located under
TFFF-eligible forests.

e Accounting for all resources, including fossil fuels whose extraction is currently not
economically viable, the total increases to 4.6 trillion tons of CO2.

e India, China, and Indonesia contain the largest recoverable reserves under tropical
broadleaf forests with 118, 98 and 47 Gigatons CO2 respectively.

e Brazil holds 3.6 Gigatons in reserves and 37 Gigatons in resources under its TFFF
forests, corresponding to 7 and 77 times its yearly fossil fuel emissions.

“COP30 needs to make progress on transitioning away from fossil fuels and Brazilian
president Lula has called for a fossil fuel exit roadmap. A non-extraction pledge for fossil
fuels under TFFF forests could be a part of that pathway.” said Dr. Kjell Kiihne, LINGO
Director.

We believe the presence of fossil fuels could undermine the conservation efforts of the TFFF,
if left unaddressed. Here is an opportunity to combine biodiversity conservation, financial
resource transfer and the fossil fuel phase-out agenda in a new way. said Alice McGown,
author of the study.

Brazil officially launched the TFFF days before the start of COP30, during the World Leaders
Summit. Brazil's Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Marina Silva, called the
initiative which thus far counts 53 endorsing countries a “turning point in the history of
tropical forest conservation.”

The Study:

Solutions Under the Forest.

The Tropical Forest Forever Facility’s Potential for Keeping Fossil Fuel in the Ground.
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Press Conference:

Hundreds of Gigatons of fossil fuel mitigation possible via the TFFF
Date: 11 Nov 2025, 09:00-09:30

Location: Press Conference 2, Area D

Webcast:
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Related Side-event:

TFFF & Fossil Fuels: Parallel Tracks or Convergence?

Tuesday, 11 November 2025 | 15:00-16:30 (Belém time), Side Event Room 8, COP30
Organizers: Arayara International Institute, LINGO (Leave it in the Ground Initiative), PAIRVI
Associates

More LINGO Activities @ COP30:
h /lwww.leave-it-in-the-ground.org/2025/11
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About LINGO

The Leave it in the Ground Initiative (LINGO) is a German non-profit, established in 2011. It
supports game-changing initiatives to speed up the fossil endgame and the global energy
transformation towards 100% renewable energy, as well as efforts to stop fossil fuel projects.

https://www.leave-it-in-the-ground.org/
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